First clinical results with a new caval filter.
A new percutaneous inferior venacaval filter was used in 15 patients. The filter is constructed of stainless steel wires formed into a helical basket and anchoring legs. It can be inserted through a 10F catheter in an antegrade or retrograde fashion and can also be retrieved percutaneously. In a follow-up period of up to 13 months, the filter was well tolerated. One patient died of recurrent embolism despite filter protection. Local thrombogenicity was noted in 2 patients, but no other side effects were observed. Short-term heparinization following filter insertion is advisable. Heparin coating of the filter is under evaluation.